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the Conceptual stage 
Village Plans for New Police Station

YOU CAN BE PROUD OF HOW OUR SOUTH ELGIN POLICE OFFICERS HANDLE 
THE DEMANDS OF MODERN POLICING. T���’�� � ����-������� ��� 
������������ ����. They follow the best-prac�ce protocols of 
community-based policing. They face mental and physical 
challenges on a regular basis. They perform split-second decisions 
using gear and technology once reserved for science fic�on. They 
engage in ongoing and rigorous training. And one, five and ten 
years from now, all of those demands will only increase. 

 Unfortunately, the current police sta�on can not meet the 
task. Along with insufficient training space and evidence storage, 
the sta�on's inefficient floor plan makes transpor�ng detainees 
difficult. The Sally Port - intended for processing detainees - is 
undersized and par�ally used for storage. Social Workers have 
no private offices to meet with vic�ms. Locker rooms do not 
exist. And SEPD has grown 35% since moving into the current 
police sta�on. The facility has simply outlived its usefulness. 

 Please see page 2 for the Village’s next steps...

http://www.southelgin.com/sepdstation
http://www.southelgin.com/sepdstation
http://www.facebook.com/southelginillinois
http://www.twitter.com/south_elgin
http://www.southelgin.com


a modern, functional facility on the horizon: South Elgin plans for new police station  

Veterans Plaza

public parking

police parking

Sally port

Multi-purpose

training and

meeting rooms

The proposed 30,000 SF police 
facility will face the river from 
the southeast corner of State 
Street and LaFox. It achieves 
three goals:
1. Meets SEPD’s needs for 

decades to come
2. Accessible Village Center 

loca�on
3. Funded without a tax 

increase.
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more images and updates available at: southelgin.com/SEPDStation

A February 15, 2022 Facili�es Study confirmed an overdue and glaring Village need: a properly-sized police sta�on. The study cited 

a lack of space to meet opera�onal needs, safety concerns and deficiencies in the floor plan, interview rooms, counseling areas, 

evidence storage and more. South Elgin Police Department currently operates in two facili�es totaling 10,778 square feet. Using 

today’s staffing levels, the department requires at least twice the space to operate efficiently. Village popula�on growth and long-

term policing needs will only heighten the need for adequate space. Earlier this year, the Village President, Village Board of 

Trustees, Village Administrator, SEPD leadership and management personnel toured recently built police sta�ons (North Aurora, St. 

Charles, and Glen Ellyn, to name a few). This Village team worked with the construc�on management firm, Lamp Incorporated 

as well as Kluber Architects & Engineers to accomplish three objec�ves: 

1. Develop a Police Department building plan to meet the current and future needs of the community we serve;

2. Con�nue the Police Department’s accessible presence and centralized Village loca�on;

3. Maintain the Village’s long-term fiscal strength WITHOUT placing a cost burden on Village taxpayers.

What A New Police station offers:
• A modern facility will allow vast opera�onal improvements not currently available: an efficient workspace; a training center; 

an Emergency Opera�ons Command Center; designated space for adjudica�on hearings; designated space for social 
workers assis�ng residents, vic�ms and their families; and the ability to host/share space with other law enforcement 
agencies for regional training sessions. 

• Benefits currently unavailable to SEPD officers, including: locker rooms, break areas and workout facili�es. With these 
ameni�es nearly universal at suburban Chicago police sta�ons, a func�onal and efficient workspace becomes even more 
important for recrui�ng new officers to join South Elgin’s Police Department.

• The property is large enough to accommodate a 30,000 square foot facility, along with police and public parking, ample 
storage and a Veterans Plaza. In addi�on the space will include a mul�-use training and mee�ng space (for Village Board 
Mee�ngs, police training, community events, rental space and much more).

When Will it Get Built and How Will it be Funded?
• The Village Board of Trustees has reviewed preliminary drawings and cost es�mates, and an�cipates a 2024 grand opening. 

A dedicated webpage: southelgin.com/SEPDsta�on and future issues of Village Light will provide detailed updates regarding 
costs, features, renderings and more.

• Building upon Village-owned property saves significant money and keeps the police sta�on located in the Village Center 
with great accessibility to all of our neighborhoods and business districts.

• The Board of Trustees expects this project to be paid for with a combina�on of exis�ng funds and conserva�ve borrowing 
without a tax increase.

Additional Benefits of this Project:
• The exis�ng Parks and Recrea�on Municipal Annex is built in a floodway and cannot be substan�ally repaired due to damage 

or a�ri�on (like all floodway proper�es). Parks and Recrea�on Staff programming will relocate to the former police facility 
within Village Hall.

• Pursuing grants for remodeling the former Lions Club building will allow new space for senior and children’s programming 
once the Municipal Annex is removed from the floodway.

• The exis�ng Village Hall Board Room lacks sea�ng space, technology and easy public access. The mul�-purpose mee�ng 
facility at the new police sta�on will allow Board Room sea�ng for 100+ residents and guests, plus it will become available 
for community groups, corporate training programs and other rental opportuni�es.

• Footprints in Time memorial plaza will remain in its current loca�on.

http://www.southelgin.com/sepdstation
http://www.southelgin.com/sepdstation
http://www.southelgin.com/sepdstation
http://www.southelgin.com/sepdstation
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Extractor Corpora�on, 
685 Mar�n Drive, South Elgin, IL

Briefly describe what Extractor 
Corpora�on does? 
We’re the creator of the SUITMATE® 
Swimsuit Water Extractor, which 
revolu�onized the commercial aqua�c 
industry with a swimsuit water extractor 
that efficiently removes 95% of water 
from a wet swimsuit in just eight 
seconds. Today, the SUITMATE unit 
serves a diverse range of aqua�c 
facili�es, from high-end spas and hotels 
to fitness clubs and public pools. Our 
units help site managers keep their 
facility clean and provide guests with a 
unique service that differen�ates their 
experience. Since our incep�on, our 
mission has been simple: structure our 
company around the pillars of quality, 
integrity, and customer service.

How long have you been in business?
Established in 1983, Extractor 
Corpora�on has been in business for 39 
years. Our headquarters has always 
been in South Elgin. We started with just 
US distribu�on. Today, we are the 
worldwide market leader with 
SUITMATE® Swimsuit Water Extractors  
found in more than 75 countries.

Where are some of the most interes�ng 
places we would find your product? 
Ÿ Armani Spa located in the tallest 

building in the world, the Burj Khalifa
Ÿ Na�onal Geographic Expedi�on ships 

Ÿ Virgin Atlan�c Lounge (at Heathrow 
Airport, London)

Ÿ Mongolian Amateur Swimming 
Federa�on

Ÿ Royal Caribbean ships for water 
acrobat performers

What sparked the Suitmate inven�on?
In 1981, a re�red gentleman named Bill 
Grant was struck by the amount of effort 
required to remove water from 
swimsuits using a crank-style hand 
wringer at his local YMCA. 
 Determined to find a faster, 
cleaner, more-efficient method 
to extract water from swimwear, 
Grant began designing prototypes for 
a new machine in his basement. He 
later met Jon Hoffman, who then 
founded Extractor Corpora�on — with 
the sole purpose of engineering, 
manufacturing, and distribu�ng the 
swimsuit water extractor. 

What’s your advice to young people 
interested in manufacturing?
There’s a misplaced percep�on of 
manufacturing workplaces as harsh, 
outdated, and dirty places to work, with 
low wages and li�le opportunity for 
advancement. However, today’s 
manufacturing landscape is rapidly 
changing through technology, 
automa�on, and process improvements, 
which creates a world of opportunity for 
new skilled workers entering the 
workforce. The challenge for
manufacturers, educators, and other 
influencers is to change young people’s 
percep�ons about manufacturing AND 
to also show the cri�cal nature 
manufacturing plays in today’s economic
landscape. This can be done by 

manufacturers through social outreach 
efforts, changes in educa�onal 
curriculums, internships, and other 
opportuni�es for young people to 
experience manufacturing hands-on. 

What else would you like to share with 
the folks of South Elgin?
Extractor Corpora�on is proud to be a 
member of the South Elgin community 
and proud to employ some South Elgin 
residents as well. In an effort to give 
back, our President, Lindsay Hoffman is 
a member of the Board of Directors for 
the brand-new Boys & Girls Club 
opening in South Elgin. Extractor 
supports the industries we serve by 
sponsoring ac�vi�es and events for the 
Interna�onal Swimming Hall of Fame 
(ISHOF) and by being a member of The 
Global Health & Fitness Associa�on, 
(IHRSA). In 2019, founder Jon Hoffman, 
stepped down from day-to-day 
opera�ons at Extractor Corpora�on and 
passed the leadership role to his 
daughter Lindsay Hoffman. Today, as 
President and second genera�on owner, 
Lindsay con�nues to carry on the 
SUITMATE legacy. 

Made in South Elgin is a new 
feature of Village Light. For 
businesses interested in 
sharing their success and 
origin stories, please contact
cpierce@southelgin.com. 

More Q&A responses from 
Extractor Corpora�on are 
available at southelgin.com/ 
MadeInSouthElgin

LEFT: Original prototype - circa 1983
RIGHT: Current 2022 Suitmate�

SOUTH ELGIN
Made In

Whether you’re swimming at a 

resort in Hawaii, Hong Kong or 

Hilton Head, there’s a good 

chance the high-speed swimsuit 

drying machine is made right 

here in South Elgin!

Made in south elgin!  A Q&A with the extractor corporation 
New

Feature!

http://www.southelgin.com/madeinsouthelgin
http://www.southelgin.com/madeinsouthelgin
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We welcome South Elgin households to par�cipate in our 2022 Holiday 
Lights Decora�ng Contest! Big homes, li�le homes, townhomes, apartment 
balconies...you are all welcome to join the fun! 
 The contest will run Dec 10-18 and residents will have an opportunity 
to vote on their favorites. Par�cipants will get a lawn sign like the image 
above with a designated house number for online vo�ng. Get all of the 
rules, registra�on info, dates, etc. at southelgin.com/holidaylights. 
Registra�on deadline: Wednesday, December 7. The vo�ng window will be 
available online from Saturday, December 10 through Sunday, December 18 
at 11:59pm. Winners announced December 19!

Category Sec�on # Day Date Time R/NR Fee
Tradi�onal 33613-01 F 12/10 5pm $0
Griswold 33613-02 F 12/10 5pm $0

Holiday lights contest returns for 2022

Letters to Santa

Ho, Ho, Ho…Santa will be sending 
le�ers from the North Pole. All 
mail must arrive at Village Hall no 
later than December 9. Le�ers 
should be dropped off at Santa’s 
mailbox inside Village Hall. Santa’s 
le�er will be personalized, so 
make sure you include what toy 
you would like for Christmas, with 
whom you will spend your holiday 
and all of the good things you 
have done this year. Don’t forget 
your address – just so Santa 
doesn't have to search too hard! 
Free! JD

Dear
Santa

What’s yourcategory?Traditionalor Griswold?

If you’re unfamiliar, the Griswold 
category in our Holiday Lights Contest
is an ode to Clark Griswold from the 
1989 film A Christmas Vaca�on. He
festooned his home with
25,000 lights, and it
prompted the
memorable line, “If 
one goes out, the whole 
thing goes out.” So...if 
your display is a pageant 
of lights, inflatables 
and motorized 
elves, you’re
probably in
the Griswold
category!

PARKS &
RECREATION

National Ice Cream for Breakfast Day

Saturday, February 4
Free pancakes and ice cream
to the first 100 par�cipants! 

Panton Mill Park
10 N Water St

9am-11am
(or while suplies last)

Drive-thru Only

Ques�ons: contact Jess Day
jday@southelgin.com

...Or Use the QR Code

for immediate access

to the Holiday Lights web page

Voting
December 10-18
Winners Announced

December 19

Check out our winter/spring Program & 

Events Guide for more community classes 

and activities: southelgin.com/programs
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http://www.southelgin.com/holidaylights
http://www.southelgin.com/holidaylights
http://www.southelgin.com/holidaylights
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
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Thank You valued

Volunteers and Sponsors!
Pumpkin Patch Fes�val 
Volunteers: South Elgin High School 
Volleyball Teams, South Elgin High 
School Na�onal Honor Society, 
Trevor Endean, Steve Gordon, 
Judith Schening, Angie DeLeon, Sue 
Welu, Bri Wascher, Melissa Endean,
Vito Selvagio, Margaret Peskuski,
Darlene Caruso, Carol Kuhn

Sponsors: Dairy Queen South Elgin,
Village Squire, Bear Family 
Restaurants, Seasonal Concepts,
Sweet Berry Café, Carol & Mike 
Kenyon, Law Offices of Judith 
Schening, Bero Plumbing, AJ's Java 
Joint, Countryside Funeral Home

Pet Costume Parade 
Volunteers: Interna�onal Order of 
Odd Fellows

Breakfast & Lunch with Santa 
Volunteers: SEHS Na�onal Honor 
Society
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southelgin.com/programs

PARKS & REC DEVELOPS FULL-COLOR ONLINE PROGRAMMING GUIDE

PROGRAM & EVENTSGUIDE

NEW!
southelgin.com/programS

From fitness and aqua�cs to mar�al arts, camps, classes, athle�cs and 
more, we have you covered! For program lis�ngs and registra�on 
informa�on, please visit: southelgin.com/programs

Here are a few upcoming winter programs
and events to consider:

Tot Class: Shapes and Colors
Wed., Jan 18-Feb 8  4pm  Sec�on # 43831-01. .

Tot Class: Down on the Farm
Sat., Feb 25-March 18  9am  Sec�on # 53850-01. .

Youth Cooking Class: Valen�ne’s Treats
Monday, Feb 13  4pm  Sec�on # 44037-01. .

Youth Cartooning Class
Thurs Feb 16-March 23  6pm  Sec�on # 44054-01. .

Zumba, Zumba Toning and Cardio-Kickboxing and Youth Mar�al Arts
Please see the event guide for full descrip�ons and course dates/�mes

Daddy Daughter Dance Party
Saturday, Feb 11  7pm  Sec�on # 43602-01. .

Mom Son Bowling and Pizza
Friday, March 3  7pm  Sec�on # 53601-01. .

Spring Break Camp
Please see the event guide
for full descrip�on, dates,
�mes and details. Also
available: Spring Break
Extended AM/PM care!

Watch for more info soon
about Summer Camp
registra�on, spring
classes and egg-ci�ng
events!

Get your kicks 
with programs
@ South Elgin Parks & Recreation!

.  .southelgin.com    Village Light   Winter 2022-23

http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs
http://www.southelgin.com/programs


4

Preschool PalsPreschool PalsPreschool Pals
One program. Eight great benefits.

South Elgin Preschool Pals offers the opportunity for your child to 
learn and develop age appropriate benchmarks through a fun and 
engaging atmosphere. Our teachers build curriculum that will foster 
natural interests and understanding with basic concepts. Preschool 
Pals provides a nurturing, fun, and safe environment which 
emphasizes the development of social/emo�onal skills and 
curiosity. The program and curriculum, including reading, wri�ng, 
art, music, math, science, small and large motor ac�vi�es, drama�c 
play, circle �me, and group discussions, will help prepare your 
student for kindergarten and beyond. 

6

PARK
ADOPT A      

Park Name Here
Sponsored by:

Sponsors Name Here

Calling all Families, and Community 
Organiza�ons…

Let's keep our community clean and 
safe! You and your group can Pick-A-
Park or Pick-A-Spot to maintain the 
area you choose. Whether it’s picking 
up li�er, pain�ng, mulching and/or 
plan�ng, we can help you put your 
idea into mo�on.

Ques�ons? 847-622-0003 or email: 
separksandrecrea�on@southelgin.com. 
More informa�on available at:
southelgin.com/adopt-a-park

Rec to Your Deck rentals begin February 1, 2023
SEPR’s Rec to Your Deck brings the party to your door!

 Ÿ 8 Tables      50 Chairs.

 Ÿ Bags game      10 X 10 Tent.

 Ÿ Washers game     Weber Grill (Charcoal).

Reserva�ons are accepted at Village Hall during normal business hours. The 
fee must be paid upon booking. When reserving Rec To Your Deck, a 10-day 
advance registra�on is required or an addi�onal $25 fee is charged. Ques�ons? 
Contact:  or call 847-622-0003. EBseparksandrecrea�on@southelgin.com

Pricing
Deposit: $200 Check
Fee:    $150 for the en�re event ($50 add’l for out of town up to 10 miles)

Rent a shelter for your next event! 
Call 847-622-0003 or stop by Village Hall for all of the details. EB

Jim Hansen Park
Resident: $75
Non-Res: $125

Electricity, USB ports
Port-a-Po�y

Lions Park
Resident: $75
Non-Res: $125

Electricity, USB Ports
Port-a-Po�y

SEBA Park
Resident: $125
Non-Res: $175

Electricity
Flush Toilets

Stowell-Peddy Park
Resident: $75
Non-Res: $125
NO Electricity
Port-a-Po�y

Interested in ren�ng all or part of the Panton Mill fes�val-style park? 
Please check-out the details at southelgin.com/PantonMillPark or call 847-622-0003

. .preschool open house    Thursday, February 9 from 6-8pm    municipal annex, 1 w State Street    

For more informa�on about preschool, please visit southelgin.com/preschool

.Preschool Registration for School Year 23/24    online available this year!
New Student Registra�on: opens Wednesday, February 15, 2023 at 10am
Registra�on will be available online at southelgin.com/registra�on and at Village Hall, 10 N. Water St.  Classes are first come 
first serve for registra�on. Once a class is full, you will be put on a waitlist. You are able to register for a different class as well if 
you choose. If registering online, we strongly  encourage you to check or set-up your household online registra�on profile in 
advance. This will help ensure you are ready to register with ease.  

Ques�ons? Please e-mail Krista McKinney at kmckinney@southelgin.com

Play-based

Curriculum
Playing with

a purpose

Give me Five
U-46 Liaisons bridge

gap for those going

to kindergarten

EPEL
Members of the 

Elgin Partnership

for Early Learning

STEM Program
Science, Technology,

Engineering and

Mathematics

Catch Program
Coordinated

approach to

children’s health

Kindergarten

Readiness
Prepping students

for success

Connect with

D303
Coordinated

curriculum

Field Trips
A variety of onsite

and offsite

learning adventures

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8
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How to: register a student, tour

or donate to Boys & Girls Club

Elgin community college Recognized again for excellence
Elgin Community College (ECC) is the only Chicagoland 
community college recognized as an Aspen Prize Top 150 
college more than two �mes. Even be�er, ECC was named 
among the top 25 community colleges na�onwide as a 
semifinalist for the 2023 $1 million Aspen Prize for Community
College Excellence. How does this benefit you? ECC offers a 
huge array of classes, training, degree/cer�ficate programs, 
cultural and athle�c opportuni�es at an affordable price 
right in South Elgin’s backyard. Learn more at elgin.edu.

Checking in with other Village organizations

AROUND THE 
C    MMUNITY
AROUND THE 
C    MMUNITY

Holiday Safety Tips
South Elgin & Countryside Fire 
District and the Na�onal Fire 
Protec�on Associa�on wish 
everyone a happy and fire-safe 
holiday season. With that in mind, 
please know the three worst days for 
household fires are Thanksgiving, 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 
Please blow out lit candles when you 
leave a room or go to bed. Keep 
children and pets away from lit 

candles. Use clips rather 
than nails to hang light 
cords, and avoid using any 

cords with frayed 
or damaged wiring. 

More �ps and 
insights at nfpa.org.
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For more than 100 years, Boys & 
Girls Clubs have provided a safe 
haven for more than 4 million 
youth, giving them an 
opportunity to discover brighter 
futures. The new South Elgin 
Boys & Girls Club plans to follow 
that path, and will serve up to 
250 K-8 students with a�er 
school programs that include 
homework help, STEM lab, art center, learning center with a library, a sensory 
room, a café (free meal every day), gymnasium, workforce development 
opportuni�es, leadership opportuni�es, social/emo�onal learning 
opportuni�es and more. The South Elgin Clubhouse welcomes its first students 
December 5, 2022 and opens fully January 9, 2023. Boys & Girls Club provides 
an enormous benefit to our youth in need, and as importantly, to our wider 
community. To learn more about volunteering, dona�ng or registering a child, 
please visit bgcelgin.org/southelgin.

About Boys & Girls Club:
Mission: To enable all young people, especially those who need us most, to 
reach their full poten�al as produc�ve, caring, responsible ci�zens.
Vision: Provide a world-class Club Experience that assures success is within 
reach of every young person who enters our doors, with all members on track 
to graduate from high school with a plan for the future, demonstra�ng good 
character and ci�zenship, and living a healthy lifestyle.
Key Elements: Provide a safe, posi�ve environment; Provide access to fun and a 
sense of belonging; Provide access to suppor�ve rela�onships; Provide 
meaningful opportuni�es and expecta�ons; Provide formal and informal 
recogni�on.

Imagine a place where: who you are, where you’re from or the circumstances 
that surround you don’t determine your access to experiences or opportuni�es. 

Now in South Elgin, Boys & Girls Clubs are making that vision a reality.

south elgin Boys & Girls club to open January 2023

The renovated BGC South Elgin Clubhouse
at 735 Mar�n Drive opens January 2023

Registra�on process: Boys and Girls Club 
is accep�ng applica�ons for students 
Kindergarten through 8th Grade. Those 
interested can visit the Clubhouse for a 
paper applica�on, or complete one 
online via this website or QR code: 
www.bgcelgin.org/membership770dd05f

Public tours: Please reach out directly to 
Chrystal Maxwell at Boys & Girls Club for 
scheduling a tour: 
CMaxwell@BGCElgin.org 

Fundraising opportuni�es: The new 
South Elgin Clubhouse is conduc�ng a 
supply drive through December 2022. 
They seek art supplies, toiletry items, 
board games, books and more. Contact 
Casey Puehler ( ) cpuehler@BGCElgin.org
or call 630-440-1904. 

Those interested can also purchase a leaf 
for the Clubhouse’s donor tree: 
www.bgcelgin.org/SEdonorwall 
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202 2 Year in 
Review

The first full summer of the South Elgin Experience along with events such as Village Day Out, 4th of July Celebra�on, 
Unplug Illinois and more brought a constant flow of fun-seeking residents and visitors to the Village Center! 

Summer Fun

Public
Safety

16 concerts + 3 movie nights + 5 cruise nights + multiple celebrations = 8,000 people enjoying panton Mill Park! 

A belated open house at new spring street fire station
As COVID restric�ons lessened, South Elgin & Countryside Fire Protec�on 
District was excited to open the doors of its new Headquarters Sta�on 21 
(1090 W Spring Street) to the public for an Open House, October 8, 2022! 
Along with tours, visitors met firefighters/paramedics, and learned about 
the wide variety of services provided by the Fire District. The Fire District 
wishes South Elgin residents a happy and fire-safe holiday season!

1,154 American flags covered Panton Mill Park from May 19-22 in memory of the Illinois 
police officers who have died while on duty. The Fallen Officer and Flags of Honor tribute 
included candle-light ceremonies and fundraisers (5K Walk/Run and Motorcycle Run) to 
assist surviving families. Throughout the year, South Elgin Police 
Officers have also raised funds for Special Olympics, and hosted 
events such as SEPD Village Day Out, Cocoa with a Cop and more.

2022 included two promo�ons in the South Elgin 
Police Department. Following Deputy Chief 
Randy Endean’s re�rement, Bre� Czechowski (L) 
was promoted to fill the role. Subsequently, Will 
Werneske (R), a nine-year veteran of SEPD, 
earned a promo�on to Sergeant. Congrats!

8
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Here are just a few of the items on 

the Village’s upcoming To Do List:

Ÿ An�cipated launch of McLean 

Boulevard widening project:    

See southelgin.com/McLean      

for updates

Ÿ More events at Panton Mill Park

Ÿ Renova�on of Sperry Park

Ÿ Village to establish Diversity, 

Equity & Inclusion Commi�ee

Ÿ Drilling new deep-water aquifer 

(see page 11)

Ÿ Ini�ate development of new 

South Elgin Police Sta�on        

(see page 2)

Top 10 Public 

works leader
Village Public Works 
Director, Mike Mille�e 
received one of the 
highest na�onal 
recogni�ons in his 
profession: American 
Public Works 
Associa�on Top 10 
Public Works Leader!

More than a 

Pretty face
Part of the water 
quality improvement 
project includes 
keeping our water 
towers in top shape. 
Along with exterior 
paint, the interior of 
this east side tank 
was resurfaced and 
repaired for 15 more 
years of service.

road projects rumble forward
The Village’s street program tackled seven 
miles of fresh pavement, including the two-
year Clintonville/Collins project, Spring Street 
re-paving, in-house projects on Oak, 
Riverview, Revere (bo�om photo) and more!

south elgin sees sweet success!
Of the 14 new retail, restaurant and 
industrial businesses to open in 2022, two 
of them were gourmet cookie shops - 
Crumbl Cookie (top) brings a na�onal 
allegiance and Sweetness Cookie Company 
(bo�om) comes with local roots and long-
term customers. May they both succeed in 
‘23 and beyond!

302 2 a look
ahead
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New banners in the Village Center!
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Village Board Welcomes

Chris Merritt
Chris Merri� is a familiar 
face...former Police Chief, ac�ve 
volunteer and since early Spring 
2022, a member of the Village Board 
of Trustees (shown below, le� side)!

Public 
Works

And...

financial reporting 

excellence
For the third
consecu�ve year,
the Village has
earned a
Cer�ficate of
Achievement
Award for 
excellence in
financial
repor�ng.
More at
southelgin.
com/PAFR
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Shop and dine south elgin
this holiday season
The Village of South Elgin and South Elgin 
Economic Development (SEED) encourages 
all residents to shop and dine locally this 
holiday season! When you spend money in 
South Elgin a por�on of the sales comes 
back to the community in the form of new 
parks, roads, public safety, and 
improvements to the Village. 

The Low Income Home Energy 

Assistance Program (LIHEAP) is a federal 

program that can help South Elgin 

residents stay warm during winter by 

providing eligible customers with a one-

�me payment towards energy bills. 

Benefits are available once per program 

year, September 2022 through May 

2023, or un�l funds are exhausted. 

Limited income households (whether 

renters or homeowners) are eligible for 

LIHEAP financial help.

 The Percentage of Income Payment 

Plan (PIPP) is a choice within Illinois 

LIHEAP to help manage energy bills year-

round. Recipients will be placed on a 

Budget Billing plan that is subsidized by a 

monthly PIPP benefit amount, 

determined by a percentage of the 

recipient’s household income. Each 

month, PIPP benefits are applied toward 

a por�on of the Budget Bill amount. If an 

on-�me and in-full payment is received, 

recipients may also receive a credit, if 

applicable.

 Applica�ons for LIHEAP and PIPP can 

be found and submi�ed online at 

LIHEAPillinois.com. Prefer to call instead? 

Call 877-411-9276.

assistance funds available 
for heat/electric bills 

Welcome new businesses!
The South Elgin Community Development 
Department and South Elgin Economic Development 
(SEED) welcome the following businesses to the 
Village as of October 26, 2022: 

Ÿ Crumbl Cookie - 315 Randall Road (Cookie Franchise)
Ÿ Blue Raptor Tap House - 304 Spruce Street (Tap House) 
Ÿ DP Landscaping - 550 Sundown Road (Hardscaping Co.) 
Ÿ European Wax Center - 506 Randall Road (Full Body Waxing Services)
Ÿ House of Divina - 182 Melrose Avenue (Metaphysical / New Age Retail & Services)
Ÿ Premier Mar�al Arts of Fox Valley - 454 Redington Drive Unit F (Mar�al Arts 

Classes)
Ÿ Sweetness Cookie Company - 454 Redington Drive Unit D (Fast Casual Restaurant 

serving Cookies, Coffee and Ice Cream)
Ÿ Trojan Storage of South Elgin - 300 Sundown Road (Self Service Storage) 

For future South Elgin business inquiries: SEED, PO Box 678, South Elgin, IL 60177 
Ÿ (847) 742-SEED (7333)   seedsouthelgin.com contact@seedsouthelgin.com

Freezing weather, howling winds and sudden thaws can test every 
home. The Village’s Code Enforcement staff offers these helpful 
property maintenance ac�vi�es to help your home pass winter’s test:

Winter Property Maintenance Checklist 

Jan/feb   
NOEM

BER
DECEM

BER
Test your smoke and carbon monoxide detectors.

Check fireplace/chimney for animal nests or soot build up 
prior to ligh�ng a fire.

Check home’s furnace and air condi�oning systems  
-change filter when necessary.

Turn off outdoor water systems and faucets.   
Remove hoses from spigots.

Ensure drainage downspouts are clear of debris. 

Inspect plumbing fixtures and pipes for signs of   
freezing. Insulate where needed. 

Check windows and doors for air leaks to   
reduce heat loss. Replace cracked or    
damaged weather-stripping.

Conduct regular inspec�on of gu�ers and roof    
to prevent ice dam build-up.

Check a�c insula�on. Deteriorated or fla�ened    
to make insula�on will reduce its efficiency.

Take down exterior holiday decora�ons.

Change water and ice maker filters.

Check roof, siding, gu�ers and yard for    
wind, ice and snow damage a�er storms.

Maintain walking paths and driveways; keep 

clear of  snow and ice.

125

125

2022 leaf pick-up ends 

December 15 
Details at southelgin.com/leaf
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Public Works con�nues its tradi�on of taking on big projects without increasing fees 
or taxes. The Village draws its potable water from wells located around the 
community. We u�lize three different aquifers and a variety of treatment facili�es. 
This variety offers dis�nct advantages, most notably affordability and the versa�lity 
to shi� and blend water supply sources. But it also has its drawbacks. Mixing water 
from different treatment paths can produce inconsistent water quality. 
 Of more significance, the Village became aware earlier this year that our  
shallow fresh water wells contain trace amounts of PFAS and PFOA, known as forever 
chemicals (note: most other shallow water supplies in the U.S. contain the same 
chemicals). Although EPA standards and regula�ons have not yet been wri�en to 
address these chemicals, the Village is taking pre-emp�ve steps to mi�gate them:

Step 1: The Village will dig a new, deeper well (approximately 1800 feet deep - or six 
�mes deeper than our shallow wells!). This will yield higher-quality water without 
forever chemicals. The project expects to begin late winter/early spring 2023.
Step 2: The Village will update an exis�ng treatment facility near Spring Street and 
McLean to improve overall water quality. 

Step 3: Once the new, deep-aquifer well is func�onal, the Village can 
abandon the lower-quality shallow wells with expecta�ons of 

providing significantly be�er quality water Village-wide plus an 
added bonus of reduced corrosivity; a benefit for the lifespan of 

coffee makers, dishwashers and water heaters. 

 The en�re project will require nearly two years to 
complete and cost approximately $3.9 million. However, the 
American Rescue Plan Act provided $3.4 million of the 
necessary funds.

Calendar of Events
December

5 Village Board Mee�ng - 7pm

15 Last Day for Yard Waste Pick Up

19 Village Board Mee�ng - 7pm

21 Planning & Zoning - 7pm 

26 Administra�ve Offices Closed

January

2 Administra�ve Offices Closed

3 Village Board Mee�ng - 7pm

16 Administra�ve Offices Closed

17 Village Board Mee�ng - 7pm

18 Planning & Zoning - 7pm

19 Police Pension Fund - 4pm

23 Recrea�on Board Mee�ng - 7pm

30 Coffee with the Mayor - 9am

February

6 Village Board Mee�ng - 7pm

15 Planning & Zoning - 7pm

20 Administra�ve Offices Closed

21 Village Board Mee�ng - 7pm

27 Budget Workshop - 6pm

Winter alert
When driving, stay 200 feet behind 
a snow plow

Please shovel driveway snow to the side
and not into the street

Parking on Village streets is prohibited
for 24 hours after a 2+ inch snowfall

Questions? Call South Elgin Public Works
at 847-695-2742
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Well, Well, Well...Village initiates water quality solutions
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Branch Pick-Up vs.

Discarded Christmas

Tree Pick-Up

What are PFAS and PFOA Chemicals?
PFAS and PFOA chemicals have existed since the 1940s 
and are primarily used in water-repellants and flame-
retardants. Over the decades they’ve seeped into ground 
water and eventually into more shallow water aquifers. 
They’re known as forever chemicals because they do not 
dilute in water and remain in tact even when ingested. 
Scien�sts have just begun tes�ng their effects on humans 
and have not fully determined safe/unsafe levels. Forever 
chemicals have not been iden�fied in our deep water 
 aquifers. Tests appear to demonstrate reduced PFAS/PFOA 
         levels when using carbon filters found in home water 
                  filtra�on pitchers as well as industrial-sized filters 
                                  the Village is adding as a precau�onary
                                              measure at our treatment 
                                                          facili�es.

smart water meter update
Nearly 2,500 smart water meters 
have been installed Village-wide. 
Smart meters track water usage 
and help iden�fy water leaks. The 
Village is installing them in every 
home and business. Learn more: 
southelgin.com/smartmeter 

The Village has an arrangement 
with Groot Inc. to pick up 
discarded Christmas trees the first 
three regular trash days of 
January. Trees must be free of 
lights, ornaments, garland, plas�c 
bag wraps and tree stands. 
 Regular branch pick-up takes 
place the first and third FULL 
week of each month. For branch 
pick-up details, please visit: 
southelgin.com/branchpickup
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A Little Off the Top

3 Questions for the Village President

10 North Water Street
South Elgin, IL 60177

L to R: Trustee Chris Merri�, Trustee 
Lisa Guess, Trustee Greg Lieser, Clerk 
Margo Gray, Village President Steve 
Ward, Trustee Jennifer Barconi, Trustee 
Sco� Richmond, Trustee Mike Kolodziej

Contact Us
Village Hall

Public Works

Community Development 

Parks & Recrea�on

Police Administra�on

Emergency

M��� �������� ��: 
Village Administrator 
Village of South Elgin

10 N Water St., South Elgin, IL 60177 

village board of trustees

 847-742-5780

847-695-2742

847-741-3894

847-622-0003

847-741-2151

911

Our Village President (and our Barber-in-Chief), Steve Ward has 
served the Village of South Elgin since 1992 as a member of the 
Planning & Zoning Commission (1992 – 2001), Village Trustee 
(2001 – 2013) and current Village President since 2013. 
 President Ward and his wife Nancy are married with five 
children, and he has called South Elgin home since 1988. When 
not presiding over Board mee�ngs and a�ending community 
events, Steve Ward owns Ralph's Barber Shop in Elgin (his 
father, Ralph Ward, originally owned the namesake shop), where he has cut hair 
since 1977. President Ward took �me in October to answer a few ques�ons:

What are a few highlights from 2022?
With the concerts, weekend ac�vi�es, splash pad and car shows, Panton Mill Park 
was consistently busy all summer long. Boys and Girls Club will open a beau�ful 
facility in South Elgin by year end, and it highlights a great partnership. They raised 
$4 million to refurbish our dilpidated, former Public Works building into a 
phenomenal place that'll help transform genera�ons of kids. And we knocked out 
a lot of important roadwork this summer. Even with the one month strike at the 
gravel mine, we were able to wrap-up a two year project in the Collins/Middle/ 
State Street neighborhood that had not seen new pavement in several decades. 
Our Public Works team tackled re-paving a few smaller roads this year, and our 
contractor handled addi�onal streets across town.

What’s on the Project List for 2023?
Speaking of road work, we hope to begin the McLean Boulevard widening project 
between Spring and Stearns. It’s a state-owned road and the start-up process has 
taken longer than an�cipated. We’re also moving forward with water quality 
improvements that are important but not highly visible (see page 11 for details). 
And we are moving forward with plans for a new police sta�on.

Why Does South Elgin Need a New Police Sta�on?
We have a patchwork of space right now, and it’s just not enough room for SEPD to 
work efficiently. Now is the �me: we know how big South Elgin can grow; we’ve 
planned for this day financially; the en�re planning team has carefully considered 
what works within our budget and meets our long-term growth. I’m excited for our 
police officers. Soon they’ll have a building specifically designed for their needs. 

The Village Light will happily include ques�ons for the Village President submi�ed 
by residents of South Elgin. Please email ques�ons to: .cpierce@southelgin.com

Enjoy a fresh-brewed, 
premium conversa�on 
with Village President 
Steve Ward while 
enjoying a complimentary 
cup of coffee at the 
Gail Borden South Elgin 
branch (127 S McLean)!

Monday, January 30: 9-10am

with the
Mayor

http://www.southelgin.com
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